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the Lords of our party, on the subject of this day's
debate. Dr. Lawrence was first employed to prepare
it, and lie did so two or three days ago, and he did
so at some length, and with a good deal of merit,
although his work was objectionable on some points.
I was desired by the Duke of Portland to meet him at
Burlington House to criticise, and Pelham was there
by accident. This was the day before yesterday.
Pelham did not like it; and then sent to Burke, at
Beconsfield, to prepare another. He did so, and pro-
duced a still larger one, with many fine things in it,
but requiring some arrangement and correction. This
was also disapproved of; and out of this work of
Burke's Lord Malmesbury had persuaded the Duke to
get a short little extract made, of only a few sentences.
This was undertaken to-day by Lord Loughborough,
and I was again sent for to criticise. I found Lord
Malmesbury at Burlington House approving of this
little paper of Lord Loughborough's, and preaching
shortness and coldness, and such-like bad advice. I
presumed to disapprove of the performance very much,
and succeeded in persuading the Duke that an appeal
to the people, which this was meant for, on a great
constitutional question, and in such a crisis as this,
without a spark of animation, dignity, or soul, coxild
only do us harm, by extinguishing any spirit the
subject itself might have a chance of raising, I was
then desired to take it home and prepare it as I could,
to be sent down to the House the moment it was ready.
I brought home Lawrence and Pelham with me, and